MUSIC FOR SYDNEY ANN'S APPLE

Fifth Movement

Nathan Bowen, with M.E.L.D. Danceworks
Premiered 2007, Merce Cunningham Studio, New York

This piece is the final movement of a five-movement
dance work for eight dancers exploring the creative
spirit of women. In this work the choreography invites
us to consider Eve in the garden, reaching for the fruit,
and in that moment, encapsulating all living potential
for the human race on Earth. This theme of ‘women’s
innate creating power’ became a point of departure for
this composition, and | wanted to explore the idea of
multiplicity elapsing over time.

This is achieved in a couple of ways: the kernel motive
is stated at the beginning and is made of two parts that
are like a call and response; the initial motive heard at
the beginning becomes more complex as the piece
develops; rhythmic ideas are split in two over time
using phase techniques; and finally, at certain points the
number of melodies multiplies (first one, then two, then
four) in a contrapuntal fashion.

To listen to a recording, please visit:
http://nb23.com/blog/concert-music/
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